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ARTICLES

The Shift of Power Issues and Paradigm A Study of
the Hegemonic Explanation M odel
Men Honghua 7

From the perspective of the shift of power the shift of is
sues and the shift of paradigm the article makes an attem pt
to analyze the transmutation of the world and A merican he
gemony and the theoretical model in explaining U.S. he
gemony. The article gives an account of the phenomena sig
nifying the shift of power and the shift of issues and the Im
pact of these shifts. It points out that the shift of power
provides opportunity for A merican dominance but it also
lays the ground for A merica s relative decline. The shift of
iIssues offers a huge scope for A merica to shape the world
but 1t also presents serious long term challenges to
A mericas hegemonic position. The article holds that there
IS a need for a shift of A merican hegemonic strategic para
digm as well as a shift of theoretical paradigm used In ex
plaining hegemony.

The” Rise of Chind and the* China T hreat

How Come the American Image Zhu Feng 33
Recently the theme of* China Threat 1is growingin the U
nited States. Itis not only a matter of ideological bias or the
result of a lack of understanding of the China related issues
among the majority of A mericans. Itis also an inevitable re
sponse of the United States to the” rise of Chind . The
“ rise of Chind and the subsequent image of China being a
threat are not only related to the unique position of the U
nited States in the current international system but also
closely linked to tradrtional A merican policy toward China



motivated by its” value interest and politics.” Such anim
age Is related less to the A merican ideological factor and
more to the position of the U nited States in the international
power structure.
Environmental Protection Faces Challenges at A merican Courts

The Major Legal Battles

In“ Green BacklasH Han Tie 60
The United States has witnessed great achieve ments in envi
ronmental protection since the 1970s but has also encoun
tered powerful” green backlash' in recent decades. Not sur
prisingly environmental protection has faced with serious
challenges at A merican courts. These challenges focus on
the major legal issues such as lawsuit qualrfication property
rights and judicial review . The reasons for such legal bat
tles may vary from case to case but the underlying one at a
deeper level is the environmentalist view of legal rights
which holds that certain restrictions should be imposed not
only on private property rights but also on the rights of the
mankind. From the ecological perspective M other Nature
cannot be simply seen as resources to be used by human be
Ings. Mother Nature should have her own rights as well.

An Analysis of A merican Strategic Interest in
the Arc of Instability Gao Zugui 82
The United States has important strategic interests in the
Arc of Instability that are related to 1ts concerns about geo
politics energy supplies and security. This belt is an axle
for the realization and safeguard of A merican global hegemo
ny as well as a* frontier for homeland security and “ em
piré stability. This i1s also a region where U.S. control
would ensure A merican energy supply and provide favorable
posture or means for A merica to influence other strategic
forces. In addition the transformation of this area would
help eliminate the 1m minent threat of “ Islamic terrorism”
and the potential ideological threat of“ Islamism.” Actions
taken by the United States in the Arc of Instability presently
and in the near future are motivated not only by considera
tions of safeguarding 1m mediate interests but also by long
term considerations of obtaining favorable strategic posture



so as to break up encircle and restrain other strategic
forces. If the United States gets upper hand in this belt
other strategic forces will be In an unfavorable posture in the
future international pattern. But if the United States were
seriously battered in this region thus leading to the collapse
of A merican global hegemony such a situation might not be
In the best interest of other strategic forces.

The Transmutation of Western Alliance System under US
Unilateralism A Comparative Study of US Japan and

US German alliances after 9 11 FuYu 99
After 9 11 with the support at home and from its allies a
broad A merican capability in dominating and shaping world
politics rose to a height rarely seen in recenttimes. But with
the passage of time and the rampage of hegemonism the
W estern alliance system has undergone and is still undergo
ing significant changes. A merican capability in dominating
the world has declined. This article uses US Japan and US
Germany alliances as two cases for a comparative study to
find out the underlying causes for such transmutation. T his
article holds that different cuktural background historical
experience international environment and domestic politics
lead the two countries to adopt different policies toward the
W estern alliance system. With new political and economic
developments in the world W estern alliance system 1is sure
to experience further split and A merican hegemony is not
boundless.

A menica s Outer Space Policy and the Cold War Cold War

Misconceptions and the Over defensive

M entality Zhang Yang 116
A merica s outer space policy is one of the national security
areas that were deeply affected by the Cold War. Making
use of the declassified documents of the United States this
article presents a study of A merican outer space policy. It
holds that the great power outer space policy making and the
arrival of the era of outer space changed the balance of com
prehensive strengths between the U.S. and the Soviet U
nion. They also changed the psychological module of A meri



can policy making and brought about an integration of the
Cold War and the implementation of outer space policy. The
formulation of A merican outer space policy by the decision
makers was based on misconceptions of“ over expectation of
threat and“ memory of fear” which led to*“ irrationality
and “ over defensive psychology’” in the decision making
process.

Causes for the Flourishing of Philanthropic Foundations
In the United States L1 Tao 132

There are so many philanthropic foundations in the United
States and their sizes and influence are so noticeable that no
parallel can be found in other countries. The causes for the
flourishing are the unique historical religious cultural
backgrounds and the social settings of the times. The rapid
economic growth at the turn of the 20th century produced a
group of millionaires or even billionaires who had accumu
lated huge wealth thus laying the material foundation for
the setting up of large philanthropic foundations. T he cul
tural and religious tradition that advocated donation and de
nounced greed was the inner drive and the social and politi
cal settings at home and abroad the outer drives. All these
factors together led to the booming of modern philanthropic
foundations in the U.S. Philanthropic foundations as an
important actor in A merican social and political Iife have
exerted important influence on A merican domestic and for
eign policies.

REVIEWS
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toward China Zhang Shubin 147
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