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LONELY AT THE TOP A REASSESSMENT OF AMERICAS
POWER POSITION IN THE WORLD Wang Jisi 7

Contrary to some assessments in the late 1980s and early 1990s
that the United States was declining most hard figures to
measure Its present economic technological and military pow
er indicate a strong U.S. position in the global com petition a
mong nations. A merica has shown a remarkable capacity to re
adjust to the post Cold War conditions and to pioneer the in
formation age. The most significant adjustment it has made Is
the refocusing of its national goal on sound economic growth
and expansion of international markets w hile reducing its mili
tary com mitments abroad. However a variety of social prob
lems at home are eroding A mericas national cohesion and dam
aging its international image. The trend of globalization which
appears to help A mericans expand their influences is a double

edged sword that also restrains their effort to exert a leader
ship role in world affairs.

NATO EXPANSION VIEWED FROM A CULTURAL
PERSPECTIVE Liu Jinghua NiuJun Jiang Y1 39
The paper tries © interpret the causes and 1mpact of the east
ward expansion of the NATO from the dual histro cultural
and geo politacal perspective. Itcovers five parts 1. The
framework of theoretical analysis. Inthe current internation
al relations geo polrtacal theory and the theory of civiliza
tional features are combined to become the mainstream para



digm which is exercising ever increasing impacts on diploma
cy 2. Thestrategic choice of the West. Itdiscusses the major
groundson which the major members of the NATO supportits
eastward expansion and their differences 3 The United
States and the eastw ard expansion of the NATO. Thebasic i
deas of the United States concerning the post Cold War peri
od and its strategic considerations are the major motives be
hind U. S. s support for the eastward expansion of the
NATO 4. The Russian factors in the expansion of the
NATO. It discusses the basic stand and response of Russia
and the in  depth causes for such a response and5. Eastern
Europe and NATO eastward expansion. It discusses the ma
jor causes for the active response of Central and Eastern Eu
ropean countries.

ON U.S. TRADE DEFICIT AND ITS FOREIGN
TRADE STATUS Song Yuhua 82

U.S. deficit in foreign trade should be studied from the per
spectives of Its economic structure the profound changes that
take place in A merican role In International division of labor
the internationalization of A merican economy and the globaliza
tion of the world economy. The positive role trade deficit plays
in A merican economy is often neglected. Thanks to the relative
stability of A merican share in the world com modity trade its
continued edge In attracing foreign capital Its growing
strength in international co mpetrtion and 1ts com petitive edge In
high technology trade the U.S. will have a bright prospect for
exports and continue to maintain its status as the worlds No. 1
trading power.

THOUGHTS ON THE THEORY OF BALANCE OF
POWER He Yao Ren Xiao 104
T he theory of balance of power is an influential theory in inter
national political science. In history many statesmen and theo



reticians tried to develop the policy of balance of power theory
as well as in practice. There are still many who have faith in rt.
T he author believes that balance of power is but one of the pol
icy choices not the absolute and the only one nor is it the in
evitable and only result in international political reality as Mor
genthau maintains. Balance of power is the manifestation of a
special form of im balance of development. W hen power politics
is stll playing a role in real international politics it is a policy
to choose to use balance of power to protect national interest
however it should not be absolutized and idealized as a pattern
to maintain international law and order. The nature of balance
of power itself determines that it will inevitably give rise to
sharp conflicts of interest. For the international com munity it
IS more important to preserve stability and develop ment
through contacts and cooperation and by seeking and expanding
com mon interest.

THERR THEORETICAL QUESTIONS CONCERNING

THE14TH AMENDMENT TO THE UNITED STATES

CONSTITUTION Cui Ziyuan 121
The 14th Amendment to the United States Constitution has
since 1ts Inception in 1868 played an 1m portant role in history.
Almost all lawsuits of monumental importance in A merican e
conomy politics and cuklture were lodged and judged in light of
this amendment. The author tries to discuss the theoretical
guestions from the perspective of relations between the central
govern ment and the local government the pros and cons of ju
diciary dictatorship and equal protection as implied in the a
mend ment.
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