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Articles

Polirtacal and Security Structures of East

Asia N1 Feng 7
T he paper tries to explain the polrtical and security structures of
East Asia at the turn of the century from a macro angle. As a
result of studying international relations in East Asia after the
Cold War the author sum marizes various phenomena in polita
cal and securtty field in three models which are mulapolarity
hegemony stability and multilateralism. He thinks that the
three models constitute structural factors of the political and se
curity environment in the region. In view of the cognition the
author sets up a framework to analyse the polrtical and securrty
situation in East Asia.

Beyond National Interests Searching for a Perpetual
Explanation for China U .S. Relationship

In the 1990s Wang Dong 27
Over the past decade A mericans and Chinese have witnessed
numerous peaks and valleys in Sino U.S. relations. The ques
tion that has puzzled many observers of this relationship is Can
Sino U.S. relations be explained by a series of discrete sys
temic variables Or is the relationship a random outcome of in
determinate forces This paper as an effort to go beyond the
realpolitik view and“ national interests approach tries to pro
vide a perceptual dimension of understanding the bilateral rela
tionship. Hypotheses drawn from socio psychological theories
are tested through a detailed case study of Sino U.S. strategic
Interactions during the 1995 1996 Taiwan Missile Crisis. The
study identifies several possible sources of misperceptions that
contributed to the escalation of the crisis. At the end of the ar



ticle the author proposes a framework for explaining relations
between nations. By paying attention to the role of perceptions
as they work within a system of other domestic political van

ables this new framework helps to achieve some new under

standing of the Sino U .S. relationship during the 1990s.

Labor Domestic Polrtaics and Post Cold War

U.S. Foreign Trade Policy Li Xiaogang
W th the influence of domestic factors on U.S. foreign policy
Increased since the end of the Cold War economic and trade is
sues are playing a more important role. In order to resist trade
liberalization through domestic political process trade unions
put pressures on U.S. Congress especially on Democratic con
gressmen by means of lobbying political contribution and
ballots. Therefore labor has actually participated in the shap
ing of U.S. trade policy. NAFTA fast track authority and
PN TR are typical cases. Trade unions struggles reflect the re
jJuvenation of A merican labor movement but the disagreements
in unions and the overwhelming influences of the business
would limit labor s further im pacts on foreign trade policy.

Presidentaal Lobbying and Congress

Decision making Yuan Zheng
T he author points out that the President of the United States
has gradually turned to be the most influential lobbyist in the
Congress. Affecting the interactive relations between the Ad
ministration and the Congress directly his lobbies have become
one of the major factors impacting on Congressional legislation
and decision making. After describing the President s various
ways of lobbying the Congress the author probes into the com
plicated factors influencing the results of presidential lobbying
and concludes that the President s capability and achievement
in lobbying shows his degree of leadership.

Church State Relations in the U nited
States Liu Peng
T he church state relationship is an im portant part of A merican
political culture involving a series of Important issues in reli
gion politics law and so forth. The principles of the separa



tion of church from state and of the freedom of religion estab

lished iIn the first amend ment of the U.S. Constatution are the
laws for handling the church state relationship. The points at
iIssue In the relations are religious expression at public places

religious activities in public schools the conflicts of religious
belief with legal provisions and social ethics etc. One of the
new iIssues confronting church state relations is how to deal
with the upsurge and growth of the rising religious move ment.
T he solution of issues in church state relations depends mainly
on legal measures and how to make use of the existing laws or
establish new laws has become the focus of competition. The
handling of church state relations in the United States e m bodies
the value of A merican society reflects the characteristics of
both union and opposition and coordination and m utual restric

tion in the relationship between the legal system and morality

and between secularity and religion.

The U.S. Canada Conflict Evoked by the Helms Burton

Act Chen Gang 101
Wth its intended goal of tightening the U .S. embargo against
Cuba and speeding the ouster of Fidel Castro the Helms Bur
ton LIBERTAD Actattemptsto apply U.S. law exterriton
aly. The U.S. unilateral punish ment and sanctions against for
eign traders in property confisticated by the Cuban government
first met with intense opposition from its close neighbor Cana
da which often follows the U nited States in international af
fairs. Disputes and Conflicts between the two countries on the
Helms Burton Act reflect some focuses of international relations
in the post Cold Warera. The conflicts thus aroused cover van
ous fields including diplomacy economy Jlaw politacs and cul
ture. The international dispute evoked once became a central iIs
sue of the international society in the post Cold War era. Al
though the wrangles have been basically settled those new the
oretical and practical i1ssues reflected still exist In the present in
ternational com munity and will continue to influence the tran
srtion of the world order and behavior of individual actors.

On the Southern Homestead Act Meng Haiquan 117
Applying to the Southern public lands the A merican Southern



Homestead Act was issued in 1866 . It was the result of a series
of political economic and military struggles. T here existed lots
of obstacles in the process of enforcement of the Act and it
failed in the end. The reasons for the failure were not only nu
merous specific difficulties. The root cause was that it lacked a
solid economic base In the social environment of caprtalism
especially in the rising capitalist stage it was unrealistic to car
ry out the Homested Act in the South by confiscating private
lands. Its implementation in small scope inferior lands only was
doomed to failure.

Reviews
The Four Trends in the Development of A merican Cities
In the 1990s Com ments on The State of the Citaes
2000 Wang Xu 127

A Dialogue between Pragmatism and Confucianism Com ments
on The Democracy of the Dead Dewey Confucius and
the Hope for Democracy in China by David L. Hall
and Roger T. Ames Sun Youzhong 133

Aiming at History Comments on Two books about Nixon
Kissinger Diplomacy William Bundy A Tangled Web
The Making of Foreign Policy in the Nixon Presidency
and William Burr ed. Kissinger Transcripts The Secret
Top Talks with Beljing and Mosoow
Gong Honglie 144

New Books 153 154

Editor s Note 160

Articles appearing in this journal are abstracted and indexed in His
torical Abstracts and America History and Life.
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