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WHY CONGRESS?
Zhang Yi (4)

One question sometimes ignored by scholars of U.S. Congress is why Congress was
created in the first place. In essence, why Congress asks the same question as why
democracy. European democratic thoughts, British constitutional influence and the
unique natural and social environment on the new continent, such as the abundance of land,
equality and lack of feudal hierarchy, were the main reasons why Congress was created the
way it was 200 years ago.

CITY MANAGERS: ADYNAMIC FORM OF MUNICIPAL ADMINISTRATION
Wang Xu (11)

About half of U.S. cities have adopted the city manager system as the form of the
municipal government. A decline in political party influence, separation of the executive
and legislative functions, and scientific management style are the attractions of the system.
Although not flawless, the system has enjoyed popularity ever since its creation around the
turn of the century.

THE CIAAND U.S. FOREIGN POLICY
Yang Yongyi (18)

The Central Intelligence Agency is by no means just an ordinary information-gathering
agency. It was created out of foreign policy needs, and since then it has served as a
necessary tool for U.S. foreign policy and as a "spy agency" for America's "covert actions".
In addition to implementing policies, it also exerts important influence, whether direct or
indirect, apparent or potential, on the making of U.S. foreign policy.

THE SHIFT OF AGRICULTURAL LABOR IN THE UNITED STATES
Li Shengjun (28)

A general outline of the shift of labor away from the agricultural sector in the United States.
Industrialization has been responsible for this shift. It also determines which sector and
which geographical area the labor is moving into. Problems associated with the shift
include a higher rate of unemployment on the part of the former agricultural workers due
to their relative lower education level and lack of non-agricultural skills.

PRODUCT LIABILITY LAW IN THE UNITED STATES
Wu Zhengyu (36)

An account of the development of the product liability law in the United States. The
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development has been rapid and difficult to predict, with the states judges playing a major
role. There are more and more suits and the damage awards are getting higher and higher.
Some efforts have been made, especially at the federal level, to curb this trend. So far
they have not proved to be successful.

IMMIGRANT SOCIETY ON THE NEW CONTINENT AND FREEDOM OF RELIGION

Li Shiya (44)
A study of the process from theocracy to religious freedom in the New World.
Causes for this transition can be found in the mass migration from Europe to North
America, the lack of feudalism in the colonies, the republican spirit and the War of
Independence. From a broader perspective of world history, the transition is a result of
communication and interaction among different cultures.

JEFFERSON'S AGRICULTURAL UTOPIA

Liu Zuochang (56)
Jefferson's writings were full of descriptions about an agricultural utopia. His obsession
with this utopia shows that he was a great humanistic thinker. He valued human beings
more than property, human fraternity more than competition, and spiritual life more than
material life. This humanistic thought, according to the author of this essay, is remarkably
similar to Confucianism in many aspects.

RESEARCH ON AMERICAN POPULAR CULTURE

M. Thomas Inge (66)
At the invitation of Peking University and the Institute of American Studies, Professor M.
Thomas Inge of Randolph-Macon College gave a lecture in China last year regarding the
research on popular culture in the United States. The lecture focused on the significance
of the research, the definition of popular culture, and its differences with the elitest
culture. With his permission, the transcript is translated (by Gong Wenxiang) and
published here.

AMERICAN STUDIES, a quarterly, is published jointly by the Chinese Association for
American Studies, and the Institute of American Studies, Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences. The content of the articles in this journal should not be construed as

reflecting the views either of the Association or the Institute
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(40)

IR, “HHBASEERREE”, AT Mg, A O Bl /N 25 7 IR
i LG 11 2 WL, 30 3ok 8% ) 30 2 S () W) 3%, A BB D A B 5 | KA [ 21 % 5 W 22 6 2 K Sl
AT =2 &N BER . BEHNMRRAN. 552, M EE A8 LE R G5 sSeith A0 i i




(EEWF) 1989 FEHKES 63

JEHE AL BEARE o
HZ, ANE AR A v o PIGE b ok S B B O BEAR Ay 2, SX AN BRAR 28 5702 T B i AN ] B
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b, DR 2 AR EE RO, A AR AT LAAIE FCIE AR EE 3 I IR KX 5, R
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5| H Thomas Jefferson: A Profile, edited by peterson, 1 4 4 T,
Jefferson: Writings, p.290.
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The Papers of Thomas Jefferson, Vol. 8, p. 2 4 6.
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5] H Richard Mathews B9, 23 7 W,

Dumas Malone, Thomas Jefferson and His Time, Vol. 1., p. 25 2.
Jefferson At Monticello, edited by James Bear(Jr), p. 7 2.
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(37) Thomas Jefferson: Revolutionary Philosopher, edited by John Pancake, pp.
114-115.

(38) #5|H Richard Mathews 515, #54 9 T,

Richard Mathews, op. cit., p.48.

)
) Richard Hofstadter, The American Political Traditon, p.51.

(39) Vernon Parrington, Main Currents in American Thought, Vol. 1., p.348.
(40) #¥75|H Stuart Gerry Brown, Thomas Jefferson, 551 2 1—1 2 2T,
(41) Richard Mathew, op. cit., p.119.
(42) Richard Mathews, op. cit., pp.47, 5l.
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FMY»(1978-1981) fn—kAK (EEFRBBXFFMY (198 8), Aisl
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EHofF R XEARTINERE, ELTAFET (CEERB AT & AR
&, XEFHRORAEBELREE GRLKNLX.

19 2 44F, HRAKE « JERMEIT R T RS2 B O E AR CERRAT 20R)
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K (Russel B. Nye )45 FyaL B ) Fa i) s B COIEAZE MR 2 Lt ) The Unembarrassed Muse,
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