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RETROSPECT AND PROSPECT

Interview of Professor
Wang Jisi sreereeeeeeeeeeeenens Xy Tongwu and Wei Hongxia

Interview of Dr. Kenneth Lieberthal :-ccceeeveeeeeeecess Zhao Med

Understanding America during the Course of
China’s Reform and Opening Up  «+=+++esveveees Zhu Chuanyi

Intimate Tie with the Institute of American
Studies «w+eve e rereresinieniiii e Ren Donglai

FOCAL TOPIC: A STUDY OF
AMERICAN SOFT POWER

US Government Restores Its Interest in the Peace Corps
as a Soft Power Resource «wcesssevesseeenssennnennnnens Zhoy Qi
The year 2011 is the 50th anniversary of the founding of the U. S.
Peace Corps. During the presidential election campaign in 2008,
Obama said that he would abandon Bush’s unilateralist foreign poli-
cy. and attach more importance to multilateral international coopera-
tion. Being the leader of the world, he emphasized, the United States
would exercise the soft power as well as hard power. Accordingly,
President Obama asked Congress to increase the budget for the Peace
Corps by 10% over FY 2009, and promised to double the number of
members of the Peace Corps to 16,000 by 2011. Obama’s supports
signify that the U. S. government has restored its interest in the

Peace Corps as one of the soft power resources in U. S. diplomacy.

On Factors Affecting American Soft Power «+-+-++-+++ Zhu Shida
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(29)

(34)

(39)
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A variety of factors affect the impact of American soft power in the
world. The principal factor is the American policy, and the national
interest lies as the driving force behind American soft power. If exer-
cised at a wrong time in a wrong place, American cultural values
would face the paradox of undermining the influence of American soft
power. Cultural conflicts and anti-Americanism do sometimes stem
from American culture itself. Unfortunately, within the American
soft power, there is a split between political influence and cultural
values. Such a split and mismatch is one of the factors that restrict

the development of American soft power.

ARTICLES

Obama Administration’s Strategy towards
G20  serereeeeeeeeeienenns Fang Guangshun and Tang Yanlin  (70)

The financial crisis which originated in the United States has great
impact on the Obama Administration’s domestic and foreign policy a-
genda. Promoting economic recovery has become the Obama
Administration’s top priority. To recognize G20’s important role in
world economy and cooperate with G20 has been one of the Obama
Administration’s strategies to solve the financial crisis and achieve e-
conomic growth. There are multiple driving forces behind the Obama
Administration’s strategy towards G20, yet its ultimate purpose is to
maintain US leading position in international finance and hegemony in
the world.

The Obama Administration’s Taiwan Strait Policy and
Its Impacts seeeseesvesnnsnsnnnnnnesenennennennens Xig Liping  (81)
The Obama administration has basically carried over Bush’s Taiwan
Strait policy in his second term, and has added some new measures as
well. At present, the United States needs stable Sino-U. S. relations
for its global strategy, so the Obama administration has a positive
view of the peaceful development of the relations between the two
sides across the Taiwan Strait. However, it puts more emphasis on
the importance of the stability of the relations. The Obama adminis-
tration has supported Taiwan to expand its “international space” and
continued the policy of U. S. arms sales to Taiwan. Although the
Obama administration has been in favor of the signing of the cross-
strait Economic Cooperation Framework Agreement (ECFA), it has

made great efforts to deepen and expand the economic and trade rela-



tions between the U. S. and Taiwan. The making of the Obama’s
Taiwan Strait policy has been shaped by some complicated factors,
including U. S. domestic debates on U. S. strategy, U.S. Congress,
U. S. military and defense enterprises, and U. S, Government’s eval-
uation of the relations between the two sides across the Taiwan Strait

and the development of domestic situation in Taiwan.

The Evolution and Reform of U. S. Congressional
Appropriations System  sereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees Digo Daming  (95)

The purse power is the most basic and crucial power of U. S, Con-
gress. As the major part of purse power, the appropriation has direct
bearing on the funding for domestic and foreign affairs items of U. S,
federal government. Since 1789, the Congressional appropriations
system has undergone three major reforms and adjustments. The ap-
propriations power has experienced the transition from decentraliza-
tion to centralization, and then to re-decentralization. Corresponding-
ly, the political role of the Congressional Appropriations Committees
also shifted from “saver” to “spender”. This paper argues that the e-
volution and reform of the system is in line with the development of
the U. S. federal government, and is responsive to the characteristics
of various historical periods. Moreover, the Congressional appropria-
tions system reform also reflects the evolution of constitutional strug-
gles between President and Congress, and the struggles of the com-
petitive power structures of party caucuses and committees on Capitol
Hill. The evolution of appropriations reflects the constitutional con-
cept of separation of powers and checks and balances, but it also leads
to the institutional defects such as fragmented management in funding

process and pork barrel politics.

Brief Introduction to the Interpretations of Natural Law in

the Supreme Court’s Decisions — +=+=+=+2+2o2+ Jiang Zhenchun (115)
The U.S. Supreme Court has never ceased to controversially invoke
nature law and natural right as persuasive authority in the interpreta-
tion of American Constitution. Since natural law is regarded as a
higher law and as a basis for American Constitution, it has been a-
dopted as one of the interpretation methods in the Supreme Court’s
decisions. In the early days after the founding of the republic, natural
law was used to create federalism and safeguard the property right by
the Supreme Court; with the rise of the substantive due process at
the end of the 19th century and at the beginning of the 20th century,



it was used to preserve laissez-faire and the liberty of contract; with
the emergence of Rights Revolution and preservation of personal au-
tonomy since the second half of the 20th century, it has been also

used by justices in some cases concerning personal life styles.

REVIEWS

A Review of The Politics of Happiness: What Government Can Learn
from the New Research on Well-being +++++++-++++ Geng Guojie (135)

A Review of Peace Illusions: American Grand Strategy
fr()m 1940 to Present +-+ereseeveeeseceececcncencaes Weg Guangql (143)

ACADEMIC ACTIVITIES

Summary of the Symposium of “China and the United States:
Mutual Identification and Bilateral Relations” -+ He Weibao (153)
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Heller, 554 U. S._ (2008), Opinion of the Court, p. 19.

Heller, 554 U.S. _ (2008), Opinion of the Court, p. 20.

Heller, 554 U.S._ (2008) ., Opinion of the Court, p. 56.

Hadley Arkes, “Scalia and the Lure of the Natural Law,” First Things . July 1, 2008, available at: http://
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©® David B. Kopel. “The Natural Rights of Self-defiance: Heller’s Lesson for the World.” Syracuse Law Re-
view, Vol. 59, 2008, p. 999.
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