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management is critical. The focus of alliance management in the case of the
US-Japan Alliance is extremely complex, but at a high level, issues that
need to be managed can be categorized as internal or external to the
alliance. These include security, foreign affairs, politics and trade and
commerce Internal to the U. S -Japan Alliance, alliance management
involves four approaches: institutional checks, exchange of interests,
coercive enforcement, and normative direction. The struggle between the
U. S and Japan around the Diaoyu Islands and Futenma Base represent two
classical examples of alliance management. At present, the U. S and Japan
have already achieved a comprehensive alliance management mechanism,
which ensures continuity in the alliance, and which has normalized alliance
behavior at the regional and global levels.

Key Words: U. S -Japan Alliance; Alliance Management; Alliance
Dilemma; Asia Pacific Order; Diaoyu Islands
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of International Relations of the China Foreign Affairs University, and a
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Nuclear Brinkmanship, Signaling Games and the Paradox of Small
State Isolation
Yang Yuan and Cao Wei

Abstract: This article applies game theory, process tracing and large
data methods to explain the logic behind this counter-intuitive
phenomenon. The explanation found follows from the logic of the signaling
game: when certain criteria are satisfied, a small state in possession of a
nuclear deterrent can adopt a high cost strategy of purposely destroying its
relations with its allies as a means of demonstrating its resolve to risk a
nuclear conflict In doing so, it can step closer to the brink of nuclear war as
a means of increasing the likelihood that a hostile great state will be
compelled to make concessions, This logic explains the following paradox in
international relations theory: the greater the military threat a hostile great
state presents to a small state, the more likely the small state will be to
isolate itself from its allies rather than consolidating alliances.

Key Words: Nuclear Brinkmanship; Signaling Game; Extended
Deterrent; Large Data; Alliance Theory
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An Analysis of the Trump Administration’s New Strategy towards the

DPRK: “Leaning on China to Sanction the DPRK”
Liu Weidong
Abstract: After the Trump Administration came into office, it began to
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view the DPRK nuclear issue as the greatest threat to American
security. Based on changing circumstances in Northeast Asia, it rapidly
introduced a new policy towards the DPRK characterized by “maximum
pressure and engagement” . On the premise of reserving options of military
attacks and engagement, this new policy utilizes both diplomatic pressure
and economic sanctions to cause unacceptable pain for the DPRK, while
stressing the role of China in sanctioning the DPRK, forcing China to bear
the primary responsibility for placing pressure on the country. As the game
between the three states has played out so far, the strategic focus of the
U. S government has been less the absolute elimination of the DPRK nuclear
threat, but more the improvement of its own situation. The notion of
“leaning on China to sanction the DPRK” can function to push China and the
DPRK into a confrontational relationship that will be difficult to reverse. At
the same time, this will also severely narrow the DPRK’s ability to make
demands vis-a-vis the U. S., thereby placing the U. S in an unprecedented
position of strategic advantage.

Key Words: Trump Administration; Leaning on China to Sanction the
DPRK; DPRK Nuclear Issue; Game Theory
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Chinese Summit Diplomacy ( 1993-2018 ). Key Developments,
Strategic Reflections and Considerations for the Future
Men Honghua and Wang Xiao

Abstract: This article analyzes the characteristics and context of China’s
Summit Diplomacy, identifying key events in the development of China’s
Summit Diplomacy, while providing a systematic analysis of innovations
China has made since the 18" Party Congress It points out that China’s
Summit Diplomacy has continuously sought to advance congruencies between
China’s national interests and the national interests of other states. Relying
on regionalism, it has also sought to guide East Asia towards an open
environment supportive of peace and development. With the concept of a
community of shared mankind at its core, China has coordinated its
international strategy, creating new initiatives for its relations with great
states, neighboring countries, and with developing countries, while also
proposing the further implementation of the Belt and Road Initiative. China
has further leveraged its Summit Diplomacy at all major international fora to
advance its international strategy. injecting Chinese wisdom into global
governance discussions and providing Chinese solutions to problems

Key Words: Summit Diplomacy; China Studies; Xi Jinping Era;
Strategic Analysis
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