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President Trump’s Foreign Policy and the Future of Sino-US Relations

WANG lJisi

[Abstract ] This paper analyzes the characteristics of Trump Administrations foreign
policy, the recent development of Sino-US relations, and the key factors which might
affect the future bilateral relationship. “American First” is the guiding principle of
Trump Administration’s domestic and international policies. While there are many
uncertainties in Trump Administration’s foreign policy approach, its strategic intent is
quite clear. President Trump is very transactional in foreign policy, and his foreign
policy concerns may give way to American domestic priorities. The United States may
pursue a “low input, high yield” foreign policy by reducing its international
obligations and requiring allies and partners to share more burdens. Seemingly Trump
Administration is willing to take more risks in foreign policy. The mix of cooperation
and competition is a “new normal ” for Sino-US relations, which will continue in
Trump Administration. Trump Administration’s policy toward China is very much issue—
oriented and result-oriented, and the DPRK nuclear challenge is a very important
factor affecting the trajectory of bilateral relations.

[Keywords | Sino-US relations; American foreign policy; Trump Administration;
DPRK nuclear issue

[Author ] WANG Jisi, Professor, School of International Studies, Peking University;
President, Institute of International and Strategic Studies, Peking University
[Citation ]| WANG Jisi, “President Trump’s Foreign Policy and the Future of Sino-US
Relations,” Contemporary American Review, Vol. 1, No. 1, 2017, pp. 1 -11

The Retrospect of and Reflection on Sino-US Relations since 1979

TAO Wenzhao

[Abstract | This paper reviews the evolution of Sino-US relationship since 1979,
highlighting the progress and achievements in the past 38 years, and reflecting on the
future China-US bilateral ties and its impact on the changing international order. Even
though there are twists and turns, China-US relations have moved forward in an
incremental way. In the Cold War era, Soviet Union’s strategic expansion once was the
driving force for the relationship between China and the United States. With the

collapse of Soviet Union, Sino-US relations were negatively affected. Had it not been
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for the shared interests between China and the United States, the bilateral relationship
might have moved backward significantly. Since the end of Cold War, the bilateral
relationship found new anchor in economic and trade relations, political, diplomatic,
and security cooperation, and people-io-people exchange. With the rapid growth of
China’s comprehensive national power, China is gaining more power in shaping the
direction of bilateral relations, such as in dealing with the climate change and coping
with the financial crisis. In order to address the potential challenge posed by a rising
China, the United States launched the strategy of Rebalance to Asia. Meanwhile,
China proposed to develop a New Type of Major Power Relationship with the United
States. The interaction between China and the United States will shape the future of
international order. Likely, the United States will adjust itself to the rising of China,
and the bilateral relationship will develop in a positive direction.
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[Abstract | Mr. Trump’s victory in the 2016 presidential campaign casts big shadow
over American domestic and foreign policy. The competition and confrontation between
Trump Administration and the establishments becomes the new political reality in
Washington DC. The United States under Trump Administration was plagued by a
foreign and domestic policy team far from complete, small group decision making,
governance by Presidential Executive Orders, press conference via tweets, and fierce
partisan politics in Capitol Hill. President Trump’s understanding of the international
situation and American role is very different from his predecessors, and he emphasizes
“American First” by reducing American international obligations and asking allies and
partners to do more. Trump Administrations foreign policy tends to be inwardness—
oriented and transactional, and this brings about both great challenges and major
opportunities for Sino-US relations. With the Mar-ad.argo summit in April, 2017, both
countries started the initial interaction in a positive way. Considering the internal fights
in Trump Administration and President Trump’s preferences in domestic and foreign
policy, China and US may experience further challenge in the future.
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